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Cadence
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2025

Cadence refers to the flow of rhythm, intonation, meter, or phrasing. Dating back to the 14th
century, in music it signifies the harmonic sequence marking the end of a phrase, or a
measured rhythmic movement and tempo. In literature, it denotes a shift in narrative flow,
while in speech or reading, it indicates a change in intonation. This exhibition brings
together a selection of works from a pivotal period in my practice. The centerpiece is <Offset
Lavender> (2014-18), a painting created over a long duration and completed in 2018, which
proved to be a turning point in my trajectory. Also included are works from my series
<Puddle Jumper>, completed in 2023, and a few from my recent body of works <Phrase>
series, created during my two-year stay in Tokyo from 2024 to 2025.

Before 2018, my work often resembled a collage of impressions gathered from my
surroundings. Subsequently, | began to explore questions of choice and repetition through
<Thumb Index> series, an ongoing endeavor. Since 2023, starting with <Puddle Jumper> and
<Pale Deep> series, my focus has shifted toward a deep engagement with the painting
process itself—concentrating on its internal elements rather than external subjects. My true
subject lies within the act of painting, and my work oscillates between spontaneity and
planning. In the unfamiliar yet strangely familiar country | stay, | find myself deeply
immersed in creating new work. | feel a quiet joy in presenting these paintings from
between 2018 and 2025—works that mark both resolutions and connective bridges in the
rhythm and phrasing of my practice.

*Cadence, corresponding to the term ‘B X|(#8 1k) in Korean—which is written with the characters for “end” (#&) and

“stop” (1k)—derives from the Latin Cadentia, meaning “falling” or “descending.” It was transmitted into Middle French as

Cadence, where it came to signify “rhythm, intonation, and the flow of sound,” and later expanded in English to encompass
the meanings of “cadence, rhythm, intonation, and conclusion.”

** In the winter of 2021, my earlier collage work from 2011 was used for a poster promoting Cadenza, a performance by
Dear Jazz Orchestra conducted by Kang Echae—who at the time was my brother’s girlfriend, and is now my sister. It was
during that collaboration that | first encountered the musical term cadence. As Echae explained, in music, a cadence—or
“jongji” in Korean—refers to a resolution following built-up tension, a technique frequently used in jazz to shape phrases
through cycles of suspense and release. It beautifully illustrates how one moment in life comes to an end, and
unexpectedly, connects to another.



